RHINEBECK CENTRAL SCHOOL DISTRICT

BOARD OF EDUCATION

August 13, 2013

Regular Meeting and Code of Conduct Hearing


MEMBERS PRESENT:


DEIRDRE BURNS







MARK FLEISCHHAUER







LAURA SCHULKIND







DEIRDRE d’ALBERTIS

MEMBERS ABSENT:


DIANE KANTAROS







LISA ROSENTHAL







DIANE LYONS

OTHERS PRESENT:
JOSEPH PHELAN, TOM BURNELL, MEMBER OF THE PRESS

Public Hearing on Proposed Changes to the District Code of Conduct 

President Burns called the Hearing to order at 7:20 pm.

Mr. Phelan reviewed the requirement for holding the Hearing and noted the changes that had been recommended by the Committee that reviewed the Code. Among the changes are: the addition of language to the Dress Code to require that the length of shorts and skirts not be materially disruptive; the inclusion of electronic cigarettes to the list of prohibited smoking materials; and an expansion to the range of sanctions available in the case of students found gambling. The First Reading of the Code took place on July 9; the Board will be voting on the Final Reading and Adoption later this evening.
President Burns closed the Hearing at 7:28 pm.

1.0 Call to Order

President Burns called the meeting to order at 7:33 pm.
2.0 
Approval of Minutes

2.1 
Motion by Fleischhauer, seconded by d’Albertis, the Board voted to approve the minutes of the July 09, 2013 Annual Organizational and Regular Meeting.* 

VOTE: 4 AYE (Burns, Fleischhauer, Schulkind, d’Albertis); 0 NAY; 
3 ABSENT (Kantaros, Lyons, Rosenthal); 0 ABSTAIN

MOTION CARRIED

3.0  
Public Comment

None
4.0
Reports and Discussion

4.1 
2013-14 Board Goal Development*
President Burns has circulated a summary of the suggestions received to date. The Board members discussed the goal setting process and the level of specificity that would be useful in shaping the goals and the expected outcomes. Some items for consideration may be referred to the appropriate committee for development rather than being identified as a specific Board Goal. Consideration will also have to be given to the timespan involved: short term vs. multi-year long term goals. The Board members will submit additional ideas and suggestions to President Burns. Discussion will continue at the next meeting.

4.2 
Paperless Board of Education Meetings*
President Burns reviewed the history of the Board’s consideration of the topic and outlined some of the research done by Mr. Slayton. Agreement was expressed on handing the investigation over to an ad hoc committee. Ms. Rosenthal had previously stated her interest in serving on such a committee. Mrs. Schulkind will be happy to join. Mr. Fleischhauer will be happy to provide input on the technical aspects of the project. The goal would be to have a recommendation to the full Board by the holidays so that the item can be considered in the budget development process.
5.0
Comments

5.1
Good News


Ms. d’Albertis reported that the Rhinebeck-Rheinbach Exchange had concluded the previous week and it was very nice to see the facilities at the Rhinebeck school in use for this program. The Auditorium was filled for the concluding concert. Ms. d’Albertis thanked Mr. Fleischhauer for his leadership with the program.
5.2 
Old Business

President Burns reported that she and Ms. d’Albertis had been working on crafting a letter to parents regarding testing. She anticipates circulating a draft of the letter to the Board members in the next few days.

Mr. Phelan noted that the process for notifying parents regarding the scores usually begins within a couple of weeks after the Commissioner releases the information and the schools are provided with the individual test scores. The report is then sent to the parents. If the score suggests that the student needs AIS services, the parents will receive a letter to that effect. Scores have been lower across the state but the threshold for AIS services has not been lowered to date. Unless this occurs in the near future, it is likely that more students will be identified as requiring those services, resulting in staffing and scheduling issues. If Board consensus is achieved at the next meeting, it would be a good time to send the letter to the parents.

President Burns noted that Commissioner King has made statements addressed to parents advising them not to worry about their students’ learning, yet it will be stressful, in fact, for parents to hear that their students need AIS.

Discussion followed about the impact on the students of necessary re-scheduling to provide AIS. From an operational standpoint, re-scheduling will not be an issue. Staffing is likely to be problematic. President Burns expressed concern about the children who may be starting the school year feeing that they’ve failed and asked that the administrators provide a report in September about how this is all playing out in the classrooms.
President Burns also reported that the focused audit on the lunch program has been completed and will be presented to the full Board. 

5.3 
Public Comment



None

5.4 
Other

As President of the Rhinebeck-Rheinbach Exchange, Mr. Fleischhauer thanked the District for allowing the program to use the school facilities and remarked about how wonderful it was for the students to have three rehearsal spaces in use at the same time. The use of the school grounds for assembling and boarding the students and host families on the buses was a great help, and the Auditorium provided a wonderful space for the Gala Concert, which featured 200 participants on the stage presenting the “Brotherhood of Man.”

President Burns called her colleagues’ attention to the item in the FYI section of the packet on the New York State Master Teacher program. She noted that several Rhinebeck teachers had achieved National Board Certification in past years, but that, with the exception of the first few who made presentations to the Board, the Board did not hear more about this. If Rhinebeck teachers pursue the Master Teacher designation, perhaps this could be reported in a more structured way.
6.0
Action Items

6.1  
Motion by Fleischhauer, seconded by Schulkind, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools, the Board voted to approve the following consent items:
6.1.1 Motion upon the recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools to approve the CSE and CPSE recommendations.*

6.1.2 Motion upon the recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools to
approve the list of substitute teachers for the 2013-14 school year. (See attached.)*
6.1.3 Motion upon the recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools to
approve the list of non-instructional substitute personnel for the 2013-14 school year. (See attached.)

6.1.4  
Motion upon the recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools to
accept the resignation of Kiera Godwin as Mathematics teacher, effective July 18, 2013.
6.1.5 Motion upon the recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools to
declare the attached items as surplus for disposal.*
6.1.6
Motion upon the recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools to approve the Treasurer’s Report (General Fund, June 2013; Extraclassroom Fund, June 2013).*
VOTE: 4 AYE (Burns, Fleischhauer, Schulkind, d’Albertis); 0 NAY; 
3 ABSENT (Kantaros, Lyons, Rosenthal); 0 ABSTAIN


MOTION CARRIED

6.2  
Motion by Fleischhauer, seconded by d’Albertis, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools, the Board voted to approve as a final reading and adoption of modifications to Board Policy No.5280 – Interscholastic Athletics, and Board Policy No. 5300 - Code of Conduct.* 
VOTE: 4 AYE (Burns, Fleischhauer, Schulkind, d’Albertis); 0 NAY; 
3 ABSENT (Kantaros, Lyons, Rosenthal); 0 ABSTAIN


MOTION CARRIED

6.3 

Motion by Fleischhauer, seconded by Schulkind, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools, the Board voted to appoint Samantha Robbins as Athletic Trainer for the 2013-2014 school year, at a stipend of $28,905, in accordance with the RTA Salary Schedule for 2013-14.*
VOTE: 4 AYE (Burns, Fleischhauer, Schulkind, d’Albertis); 0 NAY; 
3 ABSENT (Kantaros, Lyons, Rosenthal); 0 ABSTAIN


MOTION CARRIED

6.4
Motion by Fleischhauer, seconded by d’Albertis, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools, the Board voted to approve additional Summer 2013 program, curriculum and clerical work.  (See attached.)*
VOTE: 4 AYE (Burns, Fleischhauer, Schulkind, d’Albertis); 0 NAY; 
3 ABSENT (Kantaros, Lyons, Rosenthal); 0 ABSTAIN


MOTION CARRIED

6.5 
Motion by Fleischhauer, seconded by Schulkind, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools, the Board voted to approve the following resolution:

BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of Education hereby authorizes the District Clerk 
to notify the Department of State pursuant to the requirements of newly enacted 
Section 53(3) of the General Municipal Law that a copy of every Notice of Claim 
served upon the Secretary of State regarding the Rhinebeck Central School District 
must be transmitted to the office of the District Clerk in accordance with the 
provisions of Section 50-e (3)(f) of the General Municipal Law; and


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the District Clerk is hereby authorized to take 
those actions necessary to complete the filing of the District’s Certificate of 
Designation for Service of Notice of Claim with the Department of State, effective 
July 15, 2013.
VOTE: 4 AYE (Burns, Fleischhauer, Schulkind, d’Albertis); 0 NAY; 
3 ABSENT (Kantaros, Lyons, Rosenthal); 0 ABSTAIN


MOTION CARRIED

6.6 
Motion by Fleischhauer, seconded by d’Albertis, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools, the Board voted to approve Mentors for the 2013-14 school year. (See attached)*
VOTE: 4 AYE (Burns, Fleischhauer, Schulkind, d’Albertis); 0 NAY; 
3 ABSENT (Kantaros, Lyons, Rosenthal); 0 ABSTAIN


MOTION CARRIED

6.7 Motion by Fleischhauer, seconded by Schulkind, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools, the Board voted to approve the appointment of David Aierstok as District Health and Wellness Coordinator for the 2013-14 school year, at a stipend of $4,531, in accordance with the RTA salary schedule 2013-14.*
VOTE: 4 AYE (Burns, Fleischhauer, Schulkind, d’Albertis); 0 NAY; 
3 ABSENT (Kantaros, Lyons, Rosenthal); 0 ABSTAIN

MOTION CARRIED

6.8 Motion by Fleischhauer, seconded by d’Albertis, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools, the Board voted to approve the appointment of Fern Lox to the tenure position of elementary assistant principal, assigned to the Chancellor Livingston Elementary School, a three (3) year probationary position with an annual 12 month salary of $88,500 prorated, including benefits as described in the Rhinebeck Administrators Association Agreement, effective August 26, 2013.
VOTE: 4 AYE (Burns, Fleischhauer, Schulkind, d’Albertis); 0 NAY; 
3 ABSENT (Kantaros, Lyons, Rosenthal); 0 ABSTAIN

MOTION CARRIED

6.9       Motion by Fleischhauer, seconded by Schulkind, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools to approve the appointment of Stacy van den Thoorn to the Civil Service position of Senior Typist, with a probationary period of twenty six (26) weeks, effective August 19, 2013, at a salary of Step 6, $38,556 prorated, in accordance with the A.N.I.E. 2012-13 Salary Schedule.*

VOTE: 4 AYE (Burns, Fleischhauer, Schulkind, d’Albertis); 0 NAY; 
3 ABSENT (Kantaros, Lyons, Rosenthal); 0 ABSTAIN


MOTION CARRIED

6.10 
Motion by Fleischhauer, seconded by d’Albertis, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools, the Board voted to approve the Fall coaching staff for the 2013-14 school year:

Soccer:

Boys Modified  David Jutton 
$2,231



Volleyball:

Modified
   Lisa Kristofik
$2,231




Cross Country:
Boys Varsity
   John Lombardo
$3,354







Girls Varsity
   Chris Sneed
  
$3,354




Golf:


Varsity
   Ted Salter

$2,722




Field Hockey:

Varsity
   Mary Fleischhauer
$4,381






Swimming:

Girls Varsity
   Krizia Loyola
$4,381*
VOTE: 4 AYE (Burns, Fleischhauer, Schulkind, d’Albertis); 0 NAY; 
3 ABSENT (Kantaros, Lyons, Rosenthal); 0 ABSTAIN


MOTION CARRIED

6.11 Motion by Fleischhauer, seconded by Schulkind, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools, the Board voted to approve the selection of Big Ideas Math: Advanced 1, and Big Ideas Math: Advanced 2; (2014) Big Ideas Learning, LLC, Erie, PA, (distributed by Houghton Mifflin Harcourt) as the textbooks for the Grade 6 and Grade 7 Accelerated Mathematics courses.*
VOTE: 4 AYE (Burns, Fleischhauer, Schulkind, d’Albertis); 0 NAY; 
3 ABSENT (Kantaros, Lyons, Rosenthal); 0 ABSTAIN

MOTION CARRIED

6.12  
Motion by Fleischhauer, seconded by d’Albertis, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools, the Board voted to approve the appointment of Roberta Anderson as High School Musical Choreographer for the 2013-14 school year, at a stipend of $2,299, in accordance with the RTA salary schedule 2013-14.*

VOTE: 4 AYE (Burns, Fleischhauer, Schulkind, d’Albertis); 0 NAY; 
3 ABSENT (Kantaros, Lyons, Rosenthal); 0 ABSTAIN


MOTION CARRIED

6.13  
Motion by Fleischhauer, seconded by Schulkind, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools, the Board voted to approve the recommendation of David Aierstok to conduct Selection Classification fitness testing for the 2013-14 Fall sports season, as necessary. (See attached.)*

VOTE: 4 AYE (Burns, Fleischhauer, Schulkind, d’Albertis); 0 NAY; 
3 ABSENT (Kantaros, Lyons, Rosenthal); 0 ABSTAIN


MOTION CARRIED

6.14 
Motion by Fleischhauer, seconded by Schulkind, the Board voted to appoint Margaret Todisco as District Clerk Pro Tempore, effective July 1, 2013 until the Board of Education meeting following the appointment of a new District Clerk.
VOTE: 4 AYE (Burns, Fleischhauer, Schulkind, d’Albertis); 0 NAY; 
3 ABSENT (Kantaros, Lyons, Rosenthal); 0 ABSTAIN


MOTION CARRIED

6.15 
Motion by Fleischhauer, seconded by Schulkind, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools, the Board voted to approve the following resolution:




BE IT RESOLVED, that the Superintendent is hereby authorized to 
direct a comprehensive medical examination and evaluation, including 
psychiatric/psychological examination and evaluation, if necessary, of Employee 
No. 1832, in accordance with the provisions of Section 913 of the Education 
Law; and




BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Board hereby directs that 
Employee No. 1832 submit medical records, if any, from the last two years 
to the School-appointed physician(s) at or before such examination/evaluation.
VOTE: 4 AYE (Burns, Fleischhauer, Schulkind, d’Albertis); 0 NAY; 
3 ABSENT (Kantaros, Lyons, Rosenthal); 0 ABSTAIN


MOTION CARRIED

6.16 
Motion by Fleischhauer, seconded by d’Albertis, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools to adopt the resolution to confirm tax rolls and authorize the Tax Levy for the 2013-14 school year. (See Resolution attached.)*
VOTE: 4 AYE (Burns, Fleischhauer, Schulkind, d’Albertis); 0 NAY; 
3 ABSENT (Kantaros, Lyons, Rosenthal); 0 ABSTAIN


MOTION CARRIED

6.17
Motion by Fleischhauer, seconded by Schulkind, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools, the Board voted to issue the Tax Warrant to the School Tax Collector “to collect taxes in the total sum of $25,494,160.00 (exclusive of STAR reimbursements).” (The Tax Collector is not responsible for the collection of that portion of the Warrant.) The collection period begins September 3, 2013 and ends on November 1, 2013. (Original Warrant will be brought to the meeting to be signed by the Board.)*
VOTE: 

Burns

AYE



Fleischhauer

AYE

Schulkind
AYE



d’Albertis

AYE

Kantaros
ABSENT


Lyons


ABSENT

Rosenthal
ABSENT


MOTION CARRIED

6.18 
Motion by Fleischhauer, seconded by Schulkind, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools, the Board voted to approve 2012-13 budget transfers in accordance with Board of Education Policy #6150, for the school year ending June 30, 2013.
VOTE: 4 AYE (Burns, Fleischhauer, Schulkind, d’Albertis); 0 NAY; 
3 ABSENT (Kantaros, Lyons, Rosenthal); 0 ABSTAIN


MOTION CARRIED

6.19
Motion by Fleischhauer, seconded by d’Albertis, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools, the Board voted to accept library gift book donations to benefit the Chancellor Livingston Elementary School Library from CLS parents through the Rhinebeck PTSO, in the total amount of $1,210.00, and a mini-grant in the amount of $478.05 for the purchase of balloons for the BMS Veteran’s Day Assembly, ice cream for the Moving Up Ceremony, and the Field Day dunk tank. The total amount of the donations is $1,688.05. (See attached.)*

VOTE: 4 AYE (Burns, Fleischhauer, Schulkind, d’Albertis); 0 NAY; 
3 ABSENT (Kantaros, Lyons, Rosenthal); 0 ABSTAIN


MOTION CARRIED

6.20
Motion by Fleischhauer, seconded by Schulkind, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools to approve the correction of the appointment of two part-time teachers at the July 9, 2013 meeting. The appointment should have read:

Fawn Johnson
      .8FTE – Art Teacher        Step 3 BA + 1    $43,809.60   (pro-rated)


Alison Vaccarino   .4FTE – Computer(CLS)  Step 6 MA + 3   $26,588.80  (pro-rated)
VOTE: 4 AYE (Burns, Fleischhauer, Schulkind, d’Albertis); 0 NAY; 
3 ABSENT (Kantaros, Lyons, Rosenthal); 0 ABSTAIN


MOTION CARRIED

7.0  
Proposed Executive Session

Motion by Fleischhauer, seconded by d’Albertis, the Board voted to enter Executive Session at 8:35 pm, for the purpose of discussion of the employment history of particular employees.

VOTE: 4 AYE (Burns, Fleischhauer, Schulkind, d’Albertis); 0 NAY; 3 ABSENT (Kantaros, Lyons, Rosenthal); 0 ABSTAIN

MOTION CARRIED

Motion by Fleischhauer, seconded by d’Albertis, the Board voted to appoint Joseph Phelan as Clerk Pro Tempore

VOTE: 4 AYE (Burns, Fleischhauer, Schulkind, d’Albertis); 0 NAY; 3 ABSENT (Kantaros, Lyons, Rosenthal); 0 ABSTAIN

MOTION CARRIED

Motion by Fleischhauer, seconded by d’Albertis, the Board voted to return to Regular Session at 9:56 pm.

VOTE: 4 AYE (Burns, Fleischhauer, Schulkind, d’Albertis); 0 NAY; 3 ABSENT (Kantaros, Lyons, Rosenthal); 0 ABSTAIN

MOTION CARRIED  
6.21 
Motion by Fleischhauer, seconded by Schulkind, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools, the Board voted to approve the following resolution:



BE IT RESOLVED that the Board hereby authorizes the Board President to sign the Stipulation of Settlement to resolve the proceedings referenced in SED File No. 21,797, as presented to the Board at this meeting. A copy of the Stipulation of Settlement shall be incorporated by reference within the minutes of this meeting.
VOTE: 4 AYE (Burns, Fleischhauer, Schulkind, d’Albertis); 0 NAY; 3 ABSENT (Kantaros, Lyons, Rosenthal); 0 ABSTAIN

MOTION CARRIED
6.22 
Motion by Fleischhauer, seconded by Schulkind, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools, the Board voted to approve the following resolution:



BE IT RESOLVED that the Board hereby accepts the resignation of physical education teacher Michael Piccione, effective close of business on August 31, 2013, pursuant to his letter of resignation dated August 6, 2013.
VOTE: 4 AYE (Burns, Fleischhauer, Schulkind, d’Albertis); 0 NAY; 3 ABSENT (Kantaros, Lyons, Rosenthal); 0 ABSTAIN

MOTION CARRIED
8.0  
Adjournment
Motion by Fleischhauer, seconded by Burns, the Board voted to adjourn at 9:59 pm.
VOTE: 4 AYE (Burns, Fleischhauer, Schulkind, d’Albertis); 0 NAY; 3 ABSENT (Kantaros, Lyons, Rosenthal); 0 ABSTAIN

MOTION CARRIED

Respectfully submitted,

Margaret Todisco

District Clerk Pro Tempore

Joseph Phelan

Clerk Pro Tempore

